produced is, in all respects, well calculated to serve as a guide to the student in making him acquainted with the elements of physiology.
Dr Kirkes has arranged the materials of his work in nineteen chapters.
In the first he gives a general view of the chemical composition of the human body, and the various chemical principles which it contains. In the second chapter, he gives a short sketch of the structural composition of the human body, and the various substances of which, as an organized body, it consists. In the third chapter, he mentions the vital properties of the organs and tissues of the human body.
The fourth chapter is devoted to the subject of the blood; its coagulation ; the circumstances affecting coagulation; the characters of the blood corpuscles or blood cells; the characters, physical, chemical, and vital, of the serum ; the chemical composition of the blood ; and, lastly, the vital properties and actions of the blood.
In chapter fifth, the author treats of the circulation of the blood through the heart and by the action of that organ, through and by the action of the arteries, through and by the action of the ca-? pillary vessels, and through and under the influence of the veins.
In the sixth chapter is examined the function of respiration under the following heads;?the structure of the lungs ; the movements of respiration; the movement of the blood through the respiratory organs; the changes which the air undergoes in respiration ; the changes effected in the blood by respiration ; the influence of the nervous system in respiration ; and the effects of suspension and arrest of respiration.
In the seventh chapter, the sources of animal heat are considered.
In the eighth chapter, the function of digestion is considered in its successive stages, in the mouth and fauces, in the stomach, and in the several divisions of the intestinal tube.
The function of absorption, lacteal and lymphatic, follows in the ninth chapter.
The tenth chapter is devoted to the subjects of nutrition and growth; the eleventh, to that of secretion by membranes and by glands; the twelfth, to the vascular glands ; the thirteenth, to the skin and its secretions; and the fourteenth to the kidneys and their secretion.
Next comes the fifteenth chapter, in which the functions of the several divisions of the nervous system are considered in a degree of amplitude and detail proportioned to the difficulty, the complexity, and the importance of the subject.
In the sixteenth chapter are considered the agents, phenomena, and causes of motion in the animal body, and then successively, ciliary motion and muscular motion.
The seventeenth chapter treats of the organs of voice and speech ; and the eighteenth of the different senses.
The 
